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SKY RANCH 
Fence Post 

Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp / Fall 2019 Newsletter 

With the completion of Ruth Cabin 
early this summer, Sky Ranch was 
able to locate all our summer staff 
into one area on the western edge of 
camp. Relocating our staff provides 
three more cabins in the center of 
camp for camper/retreat use. Sky 
Ranch can now accommodate our 
summer camper numbers and ade-
quately house the summer staff re-
quired to serve them. One staff 
member commented about Ruth, 
“How wonderful to be able to shower 
and use a bathroom without walking 
all the way across the camp.” 

This 32-bed winterized cabin offers 
us additional opportunities to host 
various retreat groups in the non-
summer months. The construction of 
Ruth Cabin also provided upgrades 
to the infrastructure on the western 
side of the property including new 
electrical service, water lines and a 
septic/leach field. We are thankful 
for the anonymous couple that pro-
vided the funding to make this build-
ing a reality. It is a blessing to this 
ministry. 

Sky Ranch is also working with Kent 
Garvin to finalize structural plans and 
permitting on a new maintenance 

building. The 30’ x 60’ 
structure will be a metal 
building set on a concrete 
slab. It will offer enough 
space to store all our tools 
and equipment in one lo-
cation. Located on the 
eastern edge of the prop-
erty, the structure will also 
provide room to work on 
projects inside the covered 
space. These legacy gifts provide fa-
cilities that enhance programmatic 
needs and enhance our growing 
camper and retreat ministries. 

We begin construction on the new 
building in the spring of 2020. Relo-
cating the current maintenance shed 
will remove the ‘abundance of accu-
mulated resources’ currently on dis-
play in the center of camp. The old 
building will be replaced with a cov-
ered pavilion and greenspace as part 
of special appeal starting later next 
year.  

With summer staff relocating to 
Ruth, we are working on plans to 
convert Hutchinson Cabin for adult/
sponsor use. We have two congrega-
tions already committing to provide 
the labor to renovate ‘Hutch’ and 

add a deck similar to Schram Cabin.  

It’s an exciting time in the life of Sky 
Ranch. After many years of deferred 
maintenance, we have completed 
over a million dollars‘ worth of capi-
tal improvements in the last 5 years, 
while still reducing debt. The Sky 
Ranch Board is currently updating 
the Master Site Plan to assure a co-
ordinated strategy for updating and 
restoring structures that fit the pro-
gramming and missional needs of 
the ministry. Topics to be addressed 
in the new plan include the fact that 
Christ Lodge is no longer large 
enough to serve all the needs for 
which it was designed, as well as 
office space and full-time staff hous-
ing. Thank you for your part in mak-
ing this ministry thrive. 

Ruth Cabin Complete 
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Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp 

By Brad Abbott 

It’s hard to believe that summer is 

over! During the summer camping 

season, when 150 loud, joyous chil-

dren are eating in and around Christ 

Lodge, one cannot hear the end of 

summer coming. The ministry of Sky 

Ranch served over 2,200 people 

again this summer. That’s a lot of 

lives touched by Christian counse-

lors, pastors, and other adults whose 

purpose is gospel ministry. Every 

year I am in awe of the tremendous 

responsibility we have at Sky Ranch, 

of caring for so many lives. Campers 

are immersed in a theological lan-

guage counter to the dominate voic-

es in our culture. And the need for a 

respite like Sky Ranch has never 

been greater. 

The National Institute for Mental 

Health (NIMH) recently reported that 

an estimated 31.9 percent of adoles-

cents ages 13–18 will have a formally 

diagnosed anxiety disorder at some 

point in their lifetime (NIMH, 2017). 

Licensed clinical social worker, Bob 

Ditter, proposes that the current 

generation of children ages 8–21, 

referred to as “Gen Z,” has grown up 

never knowing a time when there 

was no social media or a screened 

device that traveled with you every-

where you went.  

He asserts, “What young people typi-

cally post on social media is an en-

hanced, photoshopped version of 

who they are…It is the test they aced, 

not the one they failed; the date they 

had, not the nights they stayed 

home; and the trip they took, not the 

ones they wished they had gone on. 

What this all adds up to is fear of 

missing out (FOMO) — when you see 

everyone else’s best and ‘most per-

fect’ moments, it leaves you with this 

constant, nagging sense that your 

life pales by comparison — that, in-

deed, you are “missing out.”  

Social media emphasizes what 

we don’t have, rather than what we 

do have. It is a constant measuring of 

ourselves against a standard we can 

never achieve. “What most people 

leave out of their social me-

dia personas is precisely what makes 

us human — our fears, vulnerabili-

ties, unfulfilled wishes and desires, 

imperfections, and struggles. When 

we cut off from expression those 

things that make up our vulnerable 

side and mix it in with a standard we 

can never meet, we create a situa-

tion ready-made for anxiety.” 

With no cell phone reception, no in-

ternet, no Snapchat and no Face-

book, Sky Ranch truly is a secluded 

‘place apart’. At camp we are not 

simply about fun, hiking, or games; 

we are about the gospel. Here, 

campers are received as children of 

God, loved and accepted for who 

they are. Here, we take time to be 

vulnerable and honest with one an-

other.  

At Sky Ranch campers get to see 

themselves as God sees them. A 

camper shared, “Learning how much 

Christ loves me helps me to love my-

self for who I am… and to not pre-

tend to be someone I’m not.” We are 

about sharing the good news of 

God’s love and acceptance for God’s 

people. It’s a wonderful responsibil-

ity. Yes, summer is over quickly at 

the end. But the lives of faith that 

are strengthened by camp, together 

with parents and congregations, will 

go on for years. 

From the Executive Director 

The funding necessary to carry out Sky 
Ranch’s mission "To Facilitate an Encounter 
with Christ on the Mountaintops" comes 
from a combination of sources which 
include income from program, lodging, 
retreats and – equally important - your gifts. 
Donations make up roughly 35% of the 
total operating revenue of the Sky Ranch 
ministry. Since program and other fees do 
not cover all our costs, your gifts are needed 
to maintain the affordability of the camp 
experience.  
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Meet the Fleet 

By Jeff Fairfax 

The summer of 2019 was a busy and 

exciting season for Sky Ranch. We 

welcomed 2,240 guests to camp this 

summer in addition to the 36 sum-

mer staff that would help to Facili-

tate an Encounter with Christ for all 

guests.  

There are many components to 

camp, more than we can list, that 

truly make camp happen. From hir-

ing our summer staff, to our weekly 

food deliveries, to rerouting back-

pack trips around spring snowfall, to 

scheduling our volunteer nurses, 

there are a lot of logistics to coordi-

nate. Some of these components are 

more glamorous than others and one 

that is often overlooked and under-

rated is our fleet of vehicles that sup-

port our ministry and allow us to be 

disciples.  

Our 16 vehicle fleet consists of al-

most all donated vehicles which 

range from a small compact car to 15 

passenger vans to a one-ton dually 

diesel truck that serves as our trash 

hauler and snow plow. All together 

the average age of our fleet is 19.5 

years old. Our well-traveled fleet has 

a cumulative mileage of over 2.4 mil-

lion miles.  

Each of these vehicles plays an im-

portant role in making our ministry 

happen. Most people who work at 

Sky Ranch or volunteer on-site are 

well acquainted with what we call 

the “pup trucks”. These four small 

pickups are our daily work horses. 

The pup trucks were used 

this summer to haul camper 

luggage to and from cabins. 

These trucks haul firewood 

around camp cooking fires 

and evening Windwhisper 

worships. Ranch hands 

drive these trucks to haul 

trash to the shed each 

evening. Known around 

camp as the manual Rang-

er, Isuzu, S-10, and auto 

Ranger only one of these 

trucks features an auto-

matic transmission, so our 

staff can add learning to drive a man-

ual vehicle to their resumes.  

We use our 15 passenger vans to 

transport Rendezvous campers to 

and from their rafting trips on Thurs-

days. These vans are affectionately 

called the “Brown Turd” and “The 

GOG”. As you might imagine, one of 

the vans is a particularly delightful 

shade of brown and the other was 

donated by Glory of God Lutheran 

Church in Wheatridge.  

Not all of our cars have unique 

names but most do. Ruth (not to be 

confused with our new staff housing 

facility) is the Honda Odyssey, which 

makes annual pilgrimages to and 

from the plains for Day Camp or to 

Denver for Four Winds weeks. The 

Green Queen is the newest addition 

to Sky Ranch, donated this last year 

with only 80K miles, it was used to 

travel the state for staff recruiting, to 

Texas for the annual outdoor minis-

try conference, and then a full sum-

mer of use racking up over 10k miles.  

Last, but not least is Blueberry, our 

one-ton diesel truck that does lots of 

the behind the scene work. As trash 

service is not available at Sky Ranch, 

we haul all our trash to the landfill in 

Fort Collins weekly . Blueberry being 

our only 4x4 vehicle is usually the 

last to drive out of camp in Decem-

ber and the first driving down the 

two-mile road in April.  

As you can see, this fleet of donated 

vehicles was invaluable to our minis-

try this summer. With a little horse-

power and a lot of gasoline, we were 

able to partner with communities in 

Fort Morgan and Denver for Four 

Winds, to travel around Colorado, 

Kansas, and Wyoming for Day Camp, 

and to let kids and adults experience 

the power of the Cache La Poudre 

river and canyon while white water 

rafting.  

Thank you to those who have gra-

ciously donated vehicles to Sky 

Ranch, without them and without 

your generosity this ministry would 

not be possible.   

From the Youth & Outreach Program Director 
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Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp 

By Jenny Gultom, Adult Sponsor 

When I found out that I was going to 

be leading our kids to Sky Ranch, I 

was a little afraid. Not to mention, 

the dirt road that we had to travel on 

to get there. But all that was gone 

the minute we saw the sign in the 

front of the camp road. The girl that 

greeted us was so nice and cheerful 

made me feel so comfortable. When 

we got to the parking lot and parked 

the car, all of the counselors were so 

happy to greet us and very helpful 

and made us feel so welcome. They 

made my job a lot easier since it was 

our first time at camp.  The next 5 

days we were there were full of in-

teresting activities that the kids had  

never experienced before. 

They built such strong 

bonds with their cabin ma-

tes, it was amazing to watch 

unfold. Their favorite activi-

ty of the week was the cam-

pout at Black Elk. I was glad 

I was able to help in the 

campout and bond with 

them. I loved when we wor-

shiped in the woods, it was very nice 

for us city folks to get close to na-

ture. And the food that the  kitchen 

crew serve was the best, as we nor-

mally eat Asian food at home.  When 

it was time to go home, it was  the 

saddest part for all of us. It felt like 

we were separating from our siblings 

in God. Never crossed my mind that 

we will be welcomed  with a big 

open arms like that. On the way 

home they kept talking about every-

thing that happened over the past 

week. The next Sunday they were all 

talking about what a great time it 

was in front of the congregation. It 

was the best time for all of us and we 

definitely will come back next year! 

Note from HKBP Indonesian Church 

Warm Bodies VS. Inanimate 

Resources: For years, congregations 
have been sent materials to aid 

them in their youth programs. 

Books, manuals, videos, music, and 

other pieces of curriculum are 
important sources for ideas, but 

they cannot relate. Camp is a 

relational ministry. We work 

directly with people as an outside 

resource that can relate to youth in 

a way no material can.  

Youth to Youth Ministry: All too 

often a congregation finds itself 

approaching its youth ministry 
exclusively from the adult 

perspective. In this outdoor setting, 

dynamic college-aged counselors 

ignite the faith of youth and adults 
alike and are inspired in their own 

faith. These staff change young 

campers’ lives by being available, 

authentic and affirming. 

Camping Ministry is 

Transformational: A camper has 
more contact hours with the gospel 

in a week of camp than they do in a 

year of confirmation and Sunday 
school. Being away from the 

distractions of everyday life and 

moving campers (and staff) outside 

their comfort zones, makes camp a 
sacred space where lives are 

transformed. At camp, we welcome, 

work, play and pray with each other; 

and we become part of the quiet, 
gentle working of the spirit. 

Staff Members are Servants: Jesus 

led by being a servant. As Pastor, 

Jerry Manlove, writes, “True 

servanthood is hard, risky work. 
There are seven different Greek 

words describing servant in the New 

Testament. Some of those words 
translate as “slave,” “trustee,” 

“waiter,” and even “latrine!” These 

words describe hard, grubby work, 

but not work that is done 
grudgingly. These servant tasks are 

done joyfully as part of the work of 

the kingdom.”  Jesus calls staff to 

that same mission at camp. 

Camp Strengthens the Church: It is 
vital to keep youth in the church. As 

the largest leadership development 

program in the ELCA, training for 

camp staffs opens an avenue of 
service in the church to young 

adults. It also draws local youth to 

the community congregation. The 

result is a closer identification and a 
greater commitment to the church 

on the part of the youth.  

Why Camp Works 
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Summer of 2019—By the Numbers 

 

 

 

 

1336  Campers 

1361  Retreat Guests 

500 K-8 Campers 

326  9-12 Campers 

Campers came from 

22 States 9 Countries 

569 Day Campers 

3637 Miles for Day Camp 
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Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp 

Sights of Summer  
“Sky ranch is a refuge – a 

place for ALL to come and be 

loved as they are.”  
- Sky Ranch Summer Staff 
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Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp 

Work at sky 

Applications 

November 15 

By Kaari von Bernuth 

When I first started coming to Sky 

Ranch as a sixth grader, I was 

nervous. I was nervous to be away 

from home for an entire week, 

with people that I had just met. 

But, as most kids discover, it was 

exactly what I needed in that mo-

ment. From the minute I stepped 

out of the car and was greeted by 

counselors hurtling fences be-

cause they were so excited that 

we were there, I knew that this 

would be a safe place for me. 

And, not only was it a place that I 

felt fully loved, it was also the 

place where my faith came alive. I 

had never experienced a faith that 

I could feel and own as mine. At 

camp, I finally began to under-

stand what that could feel like, 

and when I came down the moun-

tain, I was able to start to develop 

that faith. I came back to camp 

every summer and stayed for as 

long as they would let me. I was 

able to walk alongside people my 

age and explore my faith and how 

we live in community together. 

And, along the way, we had amaz-

ing mentors who showed us what 

love looked like. Our counselors 

poured love on us, and gave us 

space to ask the hard questions 

about faith, and life, and even 

who we were as people. They did-

n’t have the answers, but they 

walked with us as we explored 

these questions, and learned for 

ourselves. I can still remember all 

of my counselors names- Katie, 

Hailey, Emily, Emily, Andrew, Eric, 

Rachel, Taylor, Joel, Kadie Jo, Joe. 

They all had a hand in shaping my 

faith, and helping me understand 

what a community of faith looks 

like. The summer after my fresh-

man year of college, I went 

straight to camp to be a counse-

lor. There is something special 

about the community at camp, 

and I knew that I wanted to be 

able to help support that commu-

nity and give back to the campers 

coming up the way that I had re-

ceived for so many years because 

in the end, the intentional, vulner-

able, beautiful community is what 

makes camp special.  

This fall, I’ll begin my first year at 

Pacific Lutheran Theological Semi-

nary to begin my study to become 

an ordained pastor. While there 

have been many influences in my 

faith journey along the way, Sky 

Ranch has been one of the big-

gest. Sky Ranch has shaped what 

my call to church looks like, and I 

know that as a pastor, I will be 

called to help foster God’s inten-

tional community, like many kids 

all across the nation experience at 

camp, in the congregational 

setting. Camp helps kids to discov-

er their faith, and for many, dis-

cern their call to ministry. I would 

not be heading to seminary with-

out my camp experience; I’m sure 

many of my colleagues would tell 

you the same thing. Camping min-

istry, and in my life- Sky Ranch, is 

essential to our church. I’m forev-

er grateful, and will forever be a 

supporter of this sacred space, my 

home away from home, Sky 

Ranch.  

Stories from Summer 
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Trinity Lutheran, Fort Collins 
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Ascension Lutheran, Cheyenne, WY 

Kim Kelty—Secretary 
Glory of God, Wheat Ridge 
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Christ Lutheran, Highlands Ranch 
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Pr. Katie Emery 
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Trinity Lutheran, Fort Collins 
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Bethany Lutheran, Cherry Hills Village 

Pr. Leslie Welton 
Rocky Mountain Synod Liaison 

 

Staff 
Brad Abbott 

Executive Director 

Jeff Fairfax 
Youth and Outreach Program Director 

Ally Plucheck 
Office Manager 

Advent Retreat 

December 6 – 8 , 2019 
$80/adult | $50/child | max $250/family 
Register today at www.skyranchcolorado.org/advent-retreat 

By Pastor Katie Emery 

“We are a storied people” This is a 

phrase that I say frequently in my 

own teaching and leading of faith. 

And, it’s true. One of the most com-

mon ways of building relationships 

between people is to tell a story and 

share memories. Through our sto-

ries, we shape impressions and opin-

ions about people, places, experienc-

es and more. We all have a story to 

tell, and it is so important to know 

them and tell them. Specifically, for 

the sake of this newsletter, we need 

to tell our stories about Sky Ranch. 

Think about the first time you heard 

about Sky Ranch. When was it? What 

did you hear? Was it a story? 

Now think about the way that you 

talk about camp. What do you say? Is 

it merely a sentence? Or do you tell 

a story?  

I would guess more often than not, 

when we talk about camp it is 

through the stories of what has hap-

pened to us while being up the 

mountain. We tell of the hikes that 

give beautiful views and a closeness 

to God in nature. We tell of the 

moose we saw gracefully wandering 

across the Meadow – cow and calf. 

We tell of the devotions shared un-

der the stars where we were able to 

share our deepest fears and greatest 

hopes with a few others boys or girls, 

men or women, we met just days 

before. We tell of the life-changing 

experiences we have at Sky Ranch 

and our stories live on through the 

ones to whom we tell them. 

It is these stories, told to others, that 

camp lives on outside of summer. It 

is the stories we tell that bring us 

back year after year. It is the stories 

we tell that grow excitement for 

those who have never visited, en-

couraging them to go the next year. 

It is our stories that connect us. 

What is your story of Sky Ranch? Go 

and tell it off the mountain. Spread 

the love of Christ and camp. 

From the Board of Directors 



Page 10 

 

Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp 

Christ Lutheran Church in Cheyenne, 

Wyoming, went through Holy Clo-

sure this year. As a way to continue 

their legacy for generations to come, 

part of the money they received 

from selling their congregational as-

sets and property went to the minis-

try at Sky Ranch. During Friday wor-

ship earlier this summer, we were 

presented with a check for $70,000!  

A portion of this wonderful gift will 

be used to put a concrete floor in the 

new maintenance building to be con-

structed in early 2020. Sky Ranch will 

be putting most of the money into 

establishing a general endowment 

fund to ensure the future ministry at 

camp. Combined, this gift to Sky 

Ranch helps create a “firm founda-

tion’ of faith for generations to 

come. Thank you, Christ Lutheran, 

for your legacy gift! 

How about you? What will your lega-

cy be? Let us help you "LEAVE-A-

LEGACY" here at Sky Ranch. 

It’s startling that most people don’t 

have a will. Only 30% of the general 

public have wills. Most of these peo-

ple have wills that are out of date. 

For people who have a current and 

up to date will, most have not 

named a charity as a beneficiary. 

Why? Studies tell us that the primary 

reason people don’t name a charita-

ble passion in their estate plan is 

because no one asked them! 

So, for all of you Sky Ranch enthusi-

asts out there -- what we do here is 

vitally important in the lives of chil-

dren, families, individuals, and con-

gregations. Please remember Sky 

Ranch with a planned gift - consider 

yourself asked. Sky Ranch invites 

you to consider leaving a living lega-

cy by including the camp ministry in 

your estate plan.  

As a partner with the ELCA Founda-

tion, Sky Ranch has access to the 

services of an ELCA Gift Planner. The 

planning services are at no charge to 

you when you plan to give to an 

ELCA ministry. Your legacy gift 

through your estate plan will influ-

ence future generations, allowing us 

to provide opportunities for people 

of all ages to be drawn closer to 

Christ, the church and each other 

through this century and beyond.  

If you have been thinking about your 

estate plans and would like to know 

more about giving option that can 

benefit both your family and Sky 

Ranch, please contact Brad Abbott, 

Executive Director, 970-493-5258. 

Your Gift Makes a Difference! 

Summer Offering Update 
At each closing worship this summer, 

we collected an offering for two 

community organizations serving our 

local areas. Homeward Alliance is a 

local organization based in the Fort 

Collins area that operates as a spec-

trum of programs and initiatives, in-

cluding providing critical survival 

gear, employment services, home-

lessness prevention and more. 

Our second offering recipients are 

Urban Peak of Denver. Urban Peak, 

very similar to Homeward Alliance, is 

a non-profit organization that offers 

full services to youth ages 15 

through 24 experiencing homeless-

ness or are at high risk of becoming 

homeless. They work with the youth 

to provide necessary assistance and 

support they need to become self-

sufficient adults. 

Through generous dona-

tions from our campers, 

adult sponsors, parents, 

pastors and so many 

more, we were able to 

donate $1302.93 to 

each organization. 

Thank you for your gen-

erosity in supporting 

these invaluable organi-

zations! Contributions 

form our campers, par-

ents, pastors and lay 

leaders are a crucial piece of sharing 

our ministry with our neighbors. 
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Greetings from the fall hosts, Katie 

(aka Kdubs) and Karsen! We are so 

excited to be spending our fall at Sky 

Ranch, a place that feels like home 

for the both of us. We are both 2019 

college graduates; Kdubs from Gus-

tavus Adolphus College in St. Peter 

MN, and Karsen from Columbia Col-

lege in Chicago IL. We spent this past 

summer on staff and when the time 

came for us to go home, we didn't 

want to leave! Working at Sky Ranch 

in the summer has been such a ex-

citing, formative, and fulfilling expe-

rience for us. We are looking forward 

to our new roles as fall hosts and are 

thrilled to see what sort of adven-

tures come with the change of sea-

son. When we are not busy cleaning 

camp, doing work projects, or social-

izing with guests, we are preparing 

ourselves for the next step of our 

lives. Karsen earned his degree in 

Traditional Animation and is hoping 

to find a job in illustration and visual 

development for animated content. 

Kdubs earned her degree in Trom-

bone Performance and is applying to 

graduate schools for a degree in Mu-

sic Therapy as well as applying for 

jobs in church music and youth min-

istry. In the meantime, we are enjoy-

ing the beauty of Sky Ranch for as 

long as we possibly can.  

Thank you to our Fall Hosts! 

Fall Property Update 
Season after season of encountering 

Christ leads to changed lives, but can 

also lead to wear and tear on 

property and facilities. We have 

been blessed by countless 

congregations, individuals, and 

campers who have invested time in 

physically caring for and improving 

upon Sky Ranch.  

• R&T Electric and S&L Excavating 

for running new power to Camp 

Store 

• David Fluck – New roof on 

Tubman cabin 

• Zion & King of Glory Lutheran 

youth – Assembled and installed 

bunk beds in Ruth Cabin 

• Lutheran Church of the Master – 

Platform tents 

• Lord of the Valley, Granby & 

Christ Lutheran, Highlands Ranch 

- Planning for remodel of 

Hutchinson Cabin to become 

adult housing including 

foundation, deck, insulation, and 

electrical 

• Rendezvous group from Trinity 

Lutheran in Owatonna, MN – 

Hauled all rounds from Black Elk 

tenting area 

 

Other projects completed: 

• Metal frames for tent cabins 

• Benches and Tables for Ruth 

Cabin 

• Replacing Mattresses in Christ 

Lodge 

• New Low Rope elements  

• Laminate floor in Schram  

• Log Splitting 

• Continued re-chipping of paths 

• Painting and Staining of buildings 

and benches 

• Replaced Blinds in Lodge rooms 

• Finished Bridge over Beaver 

Creek 

• Repaired glass doors to Lodge 

deck 
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2019 summer 
registration opens 

November 15 
 

Group holds are available  
beginning October 15 

 
Visit skyranchcolorado.org 

for more information 


